Lawmakers call for restoration of K-12
funding cut in governor's budget
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Several members of the money com-
mittees objected Tuesday to specific
cuts to K-12 education funding in the
governor’s recommended budget.

Sen. Ben Kieckhefer, R-Reno object-
ed to the $78 million cut in class size
reduction funding. He said classes are
already 40-plus pupils in high schools
and that the state doesn’t need to do
that in grades one through three as
well.

Joined by Sen. Heidi Gansert, R-Re-
no, and Assemblyman Tom Roberts,
R-Las Vegas, he also said he would
have a tough time supporting the more
than $16 million reduction in the Read
By Three program that aims to have
all elementary students able to read by

~ the third grade.

Gansert said she thinks Read by
Three is a critical program and that it
would be at the top of her list for an
infusion of the increased General Fund
revenue authorized by the Economic
Forum.
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state would have to return more than $100
million to the taxpayers, Settelmeyer told host
Sam Shad.

Yet it would not hurt the state’s education
system as Democrats fear because of the lofty
projections for tax revenue in the near future,
Settelmeyer said.

“It doesn’t really create a hole,” Settelmeyer
said. “It just shows that they stole money from
people when they didn’t have the authority to
doso”

Nevada’s Economic Forum - agroupof
economic experts — recently predieted a robust
recovery for Nevada tourism, especially on the
Las Vegas Strip, the state’s major economic
engine. .

The forum predicted that Nevada would
have the tax revenues to balance a $9.1 billion
budget for the next two years. And those
figures don’t include another $2.9 billion that
Nevada will receive from the federal American
Rescue Plan relief package. '

“If you look at it just recently, $910 million
more in funds were found by the Economic
Forum, across the years,” Settelmeyer said.

“So the 2021 biennium asof now; plus the 22

and ‘23 (financial years) that are coming, they
(Forum members) found almost $300 million
ayear of increases in revenue.”

Settelmeyer estimates the state would have
to return $107 million in tax money if the
Supreme Court agrees with the district-court
ruling. '

“It would be about $107 million that they
are trying to utilize going forward and proba-
bly about $107 million going backward, that
they would have to refund or find, in some
way, to get back to those individuals who paid
the money who didn’t have to.”

Settelmeyer felt good about arguments his
side presented to the Supreme Court.

“We feel very positive about the hearing”
Settelmeyer said. “We think it went really well.
Of course, you can never be 100 percent sure
when it’s the Supreme Court. They're final
because they are final. So that’s what well have
to wait for, their ruling”

He could not say if the ruling would come
before the Legislature’s scheduled end in a few
weeks,

“Some people think they will get it out pretty
quickly;” he said. “However, the last time we
had oral arguments in front of the Supreme
Court, they said they'd rule expedltlously and
that was five months later”
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