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Pioneer student influences technology upgrades

By Kristin Steinkraus
PHS Science & Engineering Teacher

Pioneer students contin-
ue to influence the tech-
nology available to them at
their school. Their newest
tech tool arrived last week
in the form a laser en-
graver for the engineering
classroom.

Pioneer student Kay-
sie Beauford had the idea
during the Project Lead the
Way Introduction to Engi-
neering class in the spring.
Students in the class build
several personal proj-
ects from puzzle cubes to
Automata devises, and he
thought it would be “cool” if
students could personalize

“VANCE”

_ COURTESY
Kaysie Beauford, PHS Engi-
neering Student

their projects to allow for
more creativity in design.
He brought the idea to
Pioneer science and en-
gineering teacher, Kristin

Steinkraus, who applied for
one of the school districts’

mini-grants to purchase the
equipment.

She thought it would be
a great way for students
to think about not only
functionality, but aesthetics
when coming up with their
designs. Pioneer received
the grant in February, but
due to the full-remote
school of the spring, the
engraver purchase was de-
layed until school resumed
in person this fall.

The tool is up and run-
ning now, and the staff and
students have enjoyed ex-

" ploring the possibilities of

the technology. So far they
have engraved the school
mascot logo on various
items.

The technology was also
tested on the anatomy and
physiology class school
skeleton which provid-
ed a way for the school to
tag and inventory items.
Students in science classes
were challenged with gen-
erating further ideas for
school-wide projects.

The Pioneer High School
engineering students are
also excited about the pros-
pect of personalizing the
puzzle cubes they will be
designing and building over
the next couple of weeks.
The students and staff at
Pioneer have big plans for
their newest tool to help
make learning meaningful,
memorable and fun.
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norable discharge from the Navy, Vance moved his
family to the Carson Valley in 1972.

In 1958 Vance enlisted

Vance was a highly skilled electrician, who went on to earn
his electrical engineering certification. Simply stated,

Vance’s meticulous, professional work was always in demand.
He worked and supervised in this profession in the Lake Tahoe
area, Dallas, Texas, Turkey, Egypt and Seattle where he retired.

Vance was also a very accomplished
artist and sculptor. His artwork was
completed with the highest

f beauty and accuracy.
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