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Carson City Mlddle School recognlzed as Distinguished STEM School

Carson City School District

Carson Middle School has
been recognized as a Distin-
guished School for performing
an exemplary Project Lead The
Way (PLTW) program. Only
176 schools across the country
received the top honors for their
commitment to student engage-
ment and access.

Those schools and districts
earning the recognition nation-
ally have empowered students to
thrive in an evolving world and
have achieved exemplary results
from their PLTW programs.

PLTW is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides transformative
learning experiences for prekin-
dergarten through 12th grade
students and teachers through
pathways in computer science, en-
gineering and biomedical science.

“This nomination is only given
to schools with a large enroll-
ment of the school population
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in the PLTW program, which, in
our case, also includes under-
represented populations and
Free and Reduced Lunch (FRL)
students,” said Katelyn O’Lough-
lin, sixth grade STEM teacher at

Carson Middle School. “We have
" a distinguished STEM program
because of our hard work and
dedication to serving our stu-
dents. Our deep belief that all
children can achieve and deserve

a STEM education makes a
difference.”

Through the PLTW program,
students developed STEM
knowledge as well as in-demand,
transportable skills'that they will
use both in school and for the rest
of their lives, on any career path
they take. PLTW Gateway em-
powers students to lead their own
discovery and uncover a range of

~ paths and possibilities they can

look forward to in high school
and beyond.

Carson Middle School uses
gateway PLTW classes to bridge
students into the Carson High
School CTE program. They
strive to align with the high
schools in terms of Career and
College Readiness standards.
They also have programs at the
middle school level that feed
into high school programs such
as robotics clubs, health sci-
ences, Information and Media
Technologies and Skilled and

Technical Sciences.

In all STEM classes, the school
includes a unit or incorporate
different careers related to a
particular STEM field of study.
This helps students to learn about
those careers so they can start to
plan a pathway for high school

“and beyond. The STEM class-

rooms also create real-world work
environments where students get
to imagine and design solutions
by listening to others and shanng
their ideas.

Project Lead the Way Class-
es offered through the Carson
Middle School STEM Program
include the following:

B App Creators

B Automation and Robotics

B Computer Science for Inno-
vators and Makers

M Design and Modeling

B Energy and the Environment

B Flight and Space

B Green Architecture

B Medical Detectives

Continuing high school apndemlc

By Rachel Raat
PHS (JANG) Specialist

The COVID-19 Pandemic
has put a strain on students’
academic routines and, in
some cases, has put signifi-
cant hardships on students
and their families.

At Pioneer High School,
a program called Jobs for
Nevada’s Graduates, or
J4NG, is combating these
challenges head on. The
program has placed a pri-

Raat says that her stu-
dents have been optimistic
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and they are willing
to continue working hard
through distance learning.
The students are keeping
busy but she says she and
the students are looking
forward to going back to
school.

“I'm proud of my students
and the great work they are
doing. Their enthusiasm
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